FUTURE OF THE FESTIVAL

2009 marked the final year of sponsorship of the festival by the REALTORS® of Greater Victoria (through the Victoria Real Estate Board) and Black Press.  It became evident, however, that many of the owners of the classic power and sailing craft, some of which date back to the dawn of the twentieth century and travel considerable distances to attend the annual celebration, were adamant that the show would go on, bigger and better than ever.

A working committee was struck and a new society, the Victoria Classic Boat Society, was registered to handle the logistics of operating and financing the annual gathering of heritage vessels.  Nevertheless, it was obvious from day one that only significant financial support from a major sponsor would insure the viability of the festival and the committee is now pleased to announce that Canoe Cove Marina and Boat yard in Sidney has come forward to provide the necessary sponsorship.

“With the generous support of Canoe Cove” says James Webb, festival chairman, “not only can we announce that the show is definitely on, but since many of our classic boat members, power and sail, moor at Canoe Cove Marina or use its extensive boat yard facilities, we see this as an ideal partnership.”

Activities in which the public can be actively involved and which foster the “people component” of classic boats, especially among young people, are now on the agenda for the 2010 event.  Shoreside demonstrations, rowing races crewed by visitors, a greater number of boats open to the public, judges symposium and free shanty singer concerts aboard the larger vessel are some of the new initiatives for the Thirty-third Victoria Classic Boat Festival.

 The Society is also grateful for our advertisers in this new, expanded programme guide who along with Canoe Cove Marina and Boat yard and the Greater Victoria Harbour Authority, have made this 33rd Festival a reality.
